XX11                                PREFACE.
was no hope of a speedy voyage by that channel.
The route by Syria and Mesopotamia was chosen,
and this I undertook to follow.           ;
It was from this period, that the Travels an-
nounced in the present volume commenced} and
the object of this introductory narrative has been
to show, that I set out on them with some very
ordinary qualifications, it is true, but yet with
some very essential advantages.   I possessed an
ardour in the pursuit of enquiry and research,
-which all rny previous sufferings had not in the
least abated,   I enjoyed a sound constitution,
and great physical strength, with a capacity of
conforming to foreign manners,  from having
been the greater part'of my life out of England;
and an intimate acquaintance with the national
habits and religion of the people with whom I was
about to associate; as well as a sufficient know-
ledge of their language for all the ordinary pur-
poses of life, or such as did not include a critical
acquaintance with their science or their literature.
. Whether, with such qualifications as these, I
shall be found to have fulfilled the expectations
which the mention of: thfem may. excite* .1; can-
not presume even to anticipate.   Thus much is
to be offered in extenuation:
Eirst, that the notes were not intended for pub-
licatlon_at. (the .time of their being: made, but,
wth much that I had written before, were pre-